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ETHOS STATEMENT

Recognising its historic foundation, the school will preserve and develop its religious character in accordance with the principles of the Church of England and in partnership with the Church at parish and diocesan level.  

The school aims to serve its community by providing an education of the highest quality within the context of Christian belief and practice.  It encourages an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, and promotes Christian values through the experience it offers to all.  

AIMS OF THE SCHOOL

The school aims to develop the pupils as rounded individuals by:-
Providing a learning environment which enables all children to develop their knowledge, understanding and capability of subjects included within the National Curriculum and to achieve the highest possible academic standard for them personally
Providing a happy, secure environment based on mutual respect and the pursuit of personal development.
Fostering the qualities of both independence and cooperation with others.
Helping them to develop as mature adults who demonstrate and value a caring, tolerant and thoughtful attitude to all members of society.  
Developing self confident, enquiring individuals who see education as a continual and enriching life-long process.  
Emphasising the qualities of honesty, courtesy, integrity, perseverance and self-control with a love of life and the world in which they live.  
Assisting them to develop their appreciation and understanding of religious practices and insights in order that they may explore their own spirituality, beliefs and judgement in search of truth.  
Preparing them for a meaningful role in the local and wider community.



Mortimer St Mary’s CE Junior School
English Policy

English is a core subject within the National Curriculum. An important part of all our teaching is to develop pupils’ ability to use language to think, explore, organise and communicate meaning in a range of different situations.  

Aims
· To enable pupils to develop the foundational skills needed in order to access all other curriculum subjects
· To enable pupils to acquire the communication and language skills to express themselves correctly and appropriately.
· To enable pupils to read and write accurately, fluently and with understanding.
· To provide real contexts for language learning across the curriculum.
· To teach pupils the vocabulary they need to develop their reading, writing and spoken language skills. 
· To encourage pupils to widen their vocabulary and knowledge of words – developing an interest in words, their meaning and a growing vocabulary.
· To ensure pupils develop a clear understanding of how to construct sentences based on Standard English both orally through communication and speech as well as in writing.

Curriculum Organisation
Teachers work together to plan the overall English programme, ensuring balance and progression across the Key Stageschool, using the National Curriculum objectives as the core scheme of work. This is supported by the long term overviews and school unit mapsprogression  planning documents.

Each year group uses the long term unit overview as their basis for planning and teachers work together in teams to develop the required units of work and complete their weekly plans.  These units identify appropriate teaching and learning strategies required to cover the teaching objectives and ensure the needs of all pupils are met within a variety of organisational learning.  

Spoken language 
Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak is vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers plan for the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language. Pupils are taught to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write. They are supported in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others. Pupils should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. 
Pupils should be taught to: 
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
· use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
· give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
· participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play and debates 
· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
· select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Spoken language and listening experiences at The Willows Primary School include:
· Role-play, hot-seating
· Group discussion and interaction – collaborative group work
· Presentations
· Speaking for different purposes and audiences
· Listening and responding
· Debating

ECAT (Every Child A Talker) - We are an ECAT school. 
Every Child a Talker (ECAT) is designed to help practitioners and parents create a developmentally appropriate, supportive and stimulating environment in which children can enjoy experimenting with and learning language. Through everyday, fun and interesting experiences which reflect children’s interests, ECAT encourages early language development right from the outset, extending children’s vocabulary so that before they start school, children are confident and skilled communicators.

Reading 
The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions: 
· word reading 
· comprehension (both listening and reading). 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed for each. 

Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they start school. (please also refer to Early Reading policy)

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and from a knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. 

All pupils are encouraged to read widely across both fiction, non-fiction and poetry to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a world of wonder and joy for curious young minds. 

It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence.





















































explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves. 

The 2014 National Curriculum states that LKS2 pupils should be taught to:

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks – identifying themes and conventions
reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 
preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action
discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry

Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:
checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context
asking questions to improve their understanding of a text
drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these
identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning
retrieving and recording information from non-fiction
participating in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.
 The 2014 National Curriculum states that UKS2 pupils should be taught to:

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions
recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices
identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
making comparisons within and across books
learning a wider range of poetry by heart
preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience

Understand what they read by:
checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context
asking questions to improve their understanding
drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas
identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
discussing and evaluating how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader
distinguishing between statements of fact and opinion
retrieving, recording and presenting information from non-fiction
participating in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously
explaining and discussing their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary to provide reasoned justifications for their views

Reading experiences at Mortimer St Mary’sThe Willows Primary School include:
· Teachers reading to pupils
· Reading Fluency
· Modelled reading
· Shared reading and choral reading
· Group reading and paired reading
· Individual reading and independent reading
· Research and reading in other subjectsReading children’s newspapers
· Reading for pleasure
· Wider reading opportunities – accessing the school library
Using e-readers/Kindles
· Library Reading Chal
· Comprehension activities

Reading experiences are planned using the year group curriculum overviews. Class novels are read regularly and displayed within the classroom. 

In KS1, daily reading practice sessions are planned in addition to phonics and literacy lessons.
Reading practice texts are chosen appropriate to age, ability and interest. Shared, modelled, choral, group, individual and paired reading should improve fluency, comprehension and response. There is a continued focus on the use and application of phonics for struggling readers, including diagnostic assessment/intervention where necessary to enable them to tackle unfamiliar words. 

Why is vocabulary an important component of reading?
Vocabulary is the range of words a child is able to understand and use in context. Children’s vocabularies grow as they read and are introduced to new words. You can only take meaning from words you understand. Children with broader vocabularies are more confident when reading challenging or unfamiliar material. When they encounter unknown words, they can figure it out based on context clues or resemblance to familiar pieces of vocabulary.

Reading Fluency Sessions
Children across KS2 have daily reading sessions in addition to their literacy lesson.
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Why is fluency an important component of reading?
Fluency is the ability to read with speed, understanding, and accuracy. It’s the skill that allows us to ‘follow’ a text, picture its descriptions, and hear the auditory expression of words in our heads even when reading silently. Fluency is what lets children feel the ‘flow’ of a text. Fluency and comprehension are closely tied. A student cannot fully understand the meaning and ideas behind a text without the ability to read it fluently.


Why is comprehension an important component of reading?
Comprehension is a student’s understanding of the information being imparted by a text, such as: who, what, when, where, ideas and meanings. Comprehension allows children to draw meaning and information from a text, and it also transforms reading from a purely functional activity into one that inspires thought and feeling.

Text Immersion 
In KS2, we use the text immersion model where the children are immersed within the text type before writing in order to provide a clear understanding of the text type, access to relevant contextual vocabulary and a model for writing. There is regular text immersion in every class to enrich comprehension and response. Reading provides models for writing with regular opportunities for oral/written comprehension of text. 

Writing 
Writing is a foundational skill. The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 consist of two dimensions: 
· transcription (spelling and handwriting) 
· composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence across both these two dimensions. In addition, pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. 

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. 

Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting.
























read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

The 2014 National Curriculum states that LKS2 pupils should be taught to:

Plan their writing by: 
discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
discussing and recording ideas 

Draft and write by: 
composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures  
organising paragraphs around a theme 
creating settings, characters and plot in narratives
using simple organisational devices (for example, headings and sub-headings) in non-narrative material

Evaluate and edit by: 
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements 
proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 
proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors 

Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 

The 2014 National Curriculum states that UKS2 pupils should be taught to:

Plan their writing by: 
identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed

Draft and write by: 
selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 
describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
précising longer passages 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining] 

Evaluate and edit by: 
assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 
ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear.
Writing experiences at Mortimer St Mary’sThe Willows Primary School include:
· Modelled writing
· Shared writing
· Drafting, and editing
· Guided writing
· Paired writing
· Independent writing
· Writing in other subjects
· Publishing and presenting writing

Writing experiences are planned using the year group curriculum overviews for English.

Vocabulary
Teachers plan opportunities to show pupils how to understand the relationships between words, how to understand nuances in meaning, and how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative language. They also teach pupils how to work out and clarify the meanings of unknown words and words with more than one meaning. 

Teaching experiences will be structured to 
· Support language acquisition and widen children’s vocabulary and their understanding of the meaning of new words
· Ensure reading experiences widens the recognition, reading and understanding of a wide range of vocabulary
· Ensure discussion and dialogue develops their an understanding of new vocabulary so that it has meaning and can be integrated into their own use of language (when speaking and writing)
· Develop support and intervention for children with EAL and additional language needs
· Develop children’s use and understanding of subject specific vocabulary in order to enable them to know more and remember more
· Develop subject specific vocabulary to aid the retention of knowledge across the curriculum by promoting the use of subject specific word mats, word banks, key topic word lists

Grammar
Explicit knowledge of grammar is very important, as it gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. Once pupils are familiar with a grammatical concept, they should be encouraged to apply and explore this concept in the grammar of their own speech and writing. It is important that pupils learn the correct grammatical terms in English and that these terms are integrated within teaching. Pupils should be taught to control their speaking and writing consciously and to use Standard English.

Grammar is taught both as a discrete session and as part of literacy lessons. Year group grammar overviews identify the key aspects of grammar that should be taught discretely and those aspects which must be taught within literacy lessons as they are relevant to the text type and purpose for writing. Children will be given opportunities to apply the taught grammar skills within their extended writing as well as within specific activities. 
Discrete Grammar sessions are timetabled on a regular basis and planned using the year group overview which focuses on the key grammar concepts within the NC Programme of Study – direct teaching is used to ensure children are taught new concepts and the associated correct grammatical vocabulary

Grammar Teaching will
· Include opportunities to practice the taught concept in isolation and then apply it within the context of sentences/their writing
· Include opportunities to review and revisit the taught concept in isolation and within the context of sentences/their writing
· Include opportunities for children to complete practice test style questions to ensure that they can apply their knowledge in specific contexts
· Allow teachers to make informal day to day assessments to identify how secure pupils are with the taught concept both during immediate teaching sequences but also over time when concepts are revisited.

Spelling
Spelling is taught both as discrete sessions and as part of literacy lessons. Children will be given opportunities to learn whole word spelling and spelling patterns as well as the features of spelling. Spellings will always be taught and practiced in context and there is a constant focus on enabling the children to apply the taught spellings/patterns within their extended writing as well as within specific activities. 

Spelling lessons follow a daily structure to enable children to secure spellings and key words using repeated practice as the main approach to learning. 


Children are taught to 
· secure the sequence of letters in words (using letter names)
· recognise the whole word and secure the shape of words
· replicate spellings through repeated practice
· write the words from a model to secure automaticity in writing through muscle memory and handwriting skills
· correct misspelt words and identify missing letters in words
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Word mats, key word lists and dictionaries are available in every classroom to support spelling. Proof-reading and editing skills are taught to enable the children to correct spellings in their own writing. Teachers identify words that need to be corrected as part of the marking process.
















The 2014 National Curriculum states that LKS2 pupils should be taught to:

use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 
increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

The 2014 National Curriculum states that UKS2 pupils should be taught to write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 
choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 









































LKS2 pupils should be taught to:







write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far. 


Learn how to: 

extend their range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

use fronted adverbials 

use commas after fronted adverbials 

indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 

use and punctuate direct speech 

use and understand grammatical terminology accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading. 

use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them
spell further homophones 
spell words that are often misspelt 
place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, children’s] 
use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

The 2014 National Curriculum states that UKS2 pupils should be taught to:









Learn how to: 
recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms
use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 
use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 
use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 
use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 
use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 
use hyphens to avoid ambiguity 
use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
use semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent clauses 
use a colon to introduce a list 
punctuate bullet points consistently 
use and understand grammatical terminology accurately and appropriately in discussing their writing and reading. 
use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them 
spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [for example, knight, psalm, solemn] 
continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused 
use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically
use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 
use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 
use a thesaurus. 

Spoken language 
The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Teachers should therefore ensure the continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills. Pupils should develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as to others and teachers should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions. Pupils should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. 
All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances. 
Pupils should be taught to: 
listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Spoken language and listening experiences at Mortimer St Mary’s include:
Drama
Group discussion and Interaction – collaborative group work
Presentations
Speaking for different purposes and audiences
Listening and responding
Debating
Special Needs and Classroom Support
The class teacher will ensure that pupils have work planned to meet their individual needs.  Teaching assistants will provide support for children’s learning as directed by their class teacher.  There are intervention programmes in place for pupils who require regular, additional support with literacy.

Monitoring and Assessment

Pupils’ skills, knowledge, understanding, progress and attitude will be assessed regularly and children will be monitored both individually and in groups as part of ongoing teacher assessment (APP).  Regular assessment will inform next steps planning for pupils’ needs and ensure progression for all.  Success ladders are argets are set and reviewed with the children based on APP assessment focusesset for each unit of writing, based on the genre and the writing skills that are the focus for that unit.  Summative assessments are carried out at the end of each term and formal statutory testing takes place at the end of KS2 in line with National Curriculum assessment requirements.  Parents are provided with annual written reports to ensure they are informed of progress, including strengths and weaknesses.  Parents are invited to attend parents’ evenings throughout the academic year.

Cross-Curricular Opportunities

A cross-curricular approach is developed through IPC subjects, science, computing and RE, where links are made to ensure children can apply their literacy skills in a relevant, meaningful and purposeful way.  Writing experiences are planned using the year group curriculum overviews for English – these overviews identify appropriate and purposeful cross-curricular links in writing.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following:

Homework Policy
Assessment Policy
Special Needs Policy


THE WILLOWS PRIMARY SCHOOL[image: ]


SUBJECT LEADER 
Roles & Responsibilities

To monitor the subject and be able to comment on
· Standards throughout the school
· Progression of skills throughout the school
Gather evidence on the quality of provision within the subject through monitoring/evaluation
· Lesson observations/learning walks
· Work/book scrutiny
· Planning scrutiny
· Pupil/staff discussion
Monitoring activities must be agreed with HT before they take place and feedback from these activities should be discussed and agreed with HT before it is given to staff
To be able to identify the quality of provision in the subject
· Know the strengths and weaknesses of the subject
· Know the development priorities for the subject as detailed in the SDP
· Know how the SDP priorities for the subject are being addressed
To develop secure subject knowledge and keep up to date with developments in the subject from EYFS, through KS1 and across KS2
To audit and maintain subject specific resources so that the subject can be successfully delivered throughout the school
· Order replacement/new resources in liaison with HT
Report on your subject to the HT
· Verbally at meetings, when requested
· Through the end of year co-ordinator report
Co-ordinate Governor visits, when requested, following liaison with the HT
Maintain CPD of yourself and other staff with a focus on your subject area
· Feedback to other staff on CPD undertaken
· Lead staff meetings and plan INSET when requested
Maintain the subject policy for the school
· Review the policy as per the policy review schedule
· Liaise with staff in terms of reviewing the policy – amend/distribute the policy accordingly
To advise and assist staff with the teaching and learning of the subject
Maintain a Subject Leader file 
In line with HT management of teacher workload, subject leaders should not request additional work from staff unless agreed by HT beforehand
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